
 

“Prez Sez” 
Happy Spring!  At least I hope spring has arrived by 
now—I’m writing this in early April as the snow is melting.  
Although spring weather is newly here, the board is al-
ready planning for our big July 4 event. Bring family and 
friends to the Elvehjem Park Shelter on Saturday, July 4 
for a parade, games, raffle, and good food. More details 
to come in the next couple newsletters! 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

A big thank you to those who have stepped up to join the 
board this year! We’ll confirm everyone’s appointment at 
the May meeting and send out their contact information in 
the following Echo. The new members have already had 
some great ideas and are bringing their passions for 
neighborhood safety and community involvement to the 
board. Welcome! 

SLOW DOWN CAMPAIGN 

And just a reminder—the Slow Down Campaign ends on 
May 3, but please remember to drive slowly through the 
neighborhood year round. Help keep the area safe for 
pedestrians and bikers, too! 

ENA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Our door-to-door membership drive ended in April as 
well, but there is plenty of time to join the Association. 
A membership form is included in this Echo. Only $12 for 
the year! 
Your membership helps us get information to the 
neighborhood through this newsletter and helps to fund 
our many events throughout the year. 
Thank you members, and thank you to all the block cap-
tains who helped with the drive! 
 

Kate Strom President, 
Elvehjem Neighborhood Association 

Elvehjem Echo 
E l v e h j e m  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n  V o l .  4 1 ,  I s s u e  0 5  
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Our Association’s 41st Year 

Web Page:  www.elvehjemneighborhood.org            “Echo” Email:  Newsletter@elvehjemneighborhood.org 

C A L E N D A R 
♦ May 6, 2009 .....................Monthly Board Meeting 
 7:00 PM ............................East Precinct Police Station 
 

♦ June 3, 2009 ....................Monthly Board Meeting 
 7:00 PM ............................East Precinct Police Station 

Easter Egg Hunt 
The Easter Egg Hunt was better than expected—we had 
about 160 kids show up!  We had to run to Sentry twice to 
get more cookies.  We had great weather and a lot of fun!  
Thanks to all who helped and participated! 

Planning to Remodel? 
Tax Credits Now Available for 

Home Improvements 
 

On February 17, 2009 President Obama signed a stimu-
lus bill that made significant changes to the energy effi-
ciency tax credits claimed by homeowners. Whether you 
are just in the planning stages of remodeling your home 
or you recently finished making improvements, you 

should be aware that you may claim these costs as energy 
tax credits on your 2009 taxes. 

To qualify: 

♦ Improvements must be “placed in service” from 
January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2010. 

♦ Improvements must be to the taxpayer’s principal 
residence. 

♦ Receipts and Manufacturer Certification Statements 
must be retained. 

Homeowners can claim 30% of the cost, up to $1,500, in 
existing homes only, for: 

♦ Windows 
♦ Doors 
♦ Insulation 
♦ Roofs 
♦ HVAC 
♦ Water heaters 
♦ Biomass stoves. 

Tax credits are available at 30% of the cost, with no upper 
limit through 2016, in existing homes and new construction, 
for: 

♦ Geothermal heat pumps. 
♦ Solar panels. 
♦ Solar water heaters. 
♦ Small wind energy systems. 
♦ Fuel cells. 

Credits are also available for the purchase of plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles. 

(Continued on Page 3.) 



 

2009-2010 ENA Board of Directors 
President: Kate Strom, 4718 Steinhauer Trail 
 223-0678 kate@elvehjemneighborhood.org 
Vice-President: Art Meyer 1629 Deerwood Drive 
 442-7636 art@elvehjemneighborhood.org 
Treasurer: Mike Digman 5022 Starker Avenue 
 223-9527 mike@elvehjemneighborhood.org 
Secretary: Susan Dow 21 Vinje Court 
 223-9309 susan@elvehjemneighborhood.org 
Tim Duffy 4501 Cottage Grove Road 
Christina Lindner 4503 Deerwood Drive 
Ryan McKee 4503 Deerwood Drive 
  ryan@elvehjemneighborhood.org 
 

Contact a Board member with your comments or questions con-
cerning a subject affecting our neighborhood.  You’re invited to 
attend any ENA board meetings. 
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ENA Publication Policies 
Neither attachment of political ads nor inclusion of business 
ads constitute endorsement.  Opinions expressed in ECHO 
articles are not necessarily those of the ENA Board.  The 
Board may refuse publication of whatever the Board deems 
unfit for reasons of language or general content. 

ENA Treasurer’s Reports 
March 1—March 31, 2009 

Checking Balance Reported March 1, 2009: ..........$4,395.44 
Receipts 
  Total Revenue: ..............................................$00 
Disbursements 
 Storage—March (Stuff-N-Store) ..........................66.00 
 Membership Drive Supplies (Insty Prints) .........108.61 
 Print Echo (March 4 pgs) (Xer-Lith)...................236.67 
 Mail Echo (March 4 pgs) (First Class Mailers) ..394.49 
 Total Disbursements: ....................................$805.77 
Checking Balance Reported March 31, 2009:........$3,589.67 
Certificates of Deposit face value + interest: ..........$4,197.29 
Total Cash & Equivalent March 31, 2009: ..............$7,786.96 
Submitted by Jeanne Rotter, Treasurer 

ENA Board Meeting Minutes—March 4, 2009 
(NOTE:  Minutes appearing in the Echo are edited for space.  

ENA’s official minutes are posted on its website.) 

Present:  Kate Strom, Art Meyer, Mike Digman, Ryan 
McKee, Christina Lindner, Tim Duffy, and Sue Dow. 
Neighbors Doug DeVilbiss, Michael Gerl, Valerie Clemen, 
Dave Hoyt, and Alice (the secretary apologizes for not 
getting Alice’s last name). 
Minutes & Treasurer’s Report:  It was decided last 
month not to print a new budget spreadsheet in the 
ECHO every month. Current balances are $3,589.67 in 
our checking account, and $4,197.29 in CD’s. LVM’s larg-
est expense is printing and mailing of the ECHO, most 
recently $631.16 for printing and mailing of a single issue.  
Printing the spreadsheet each month uses up space, so 
the alternative plan is that Mike will get a mid-May budget 
review to finalize the details for June. 
Annual Meeting Summary:  About 30 people attended.  
Among the topics discussed were the Acewood bike path, 
the Stoughton Road Revitalization Project, and police 
coverage for the neighborhood.  Judy Compton and Dave 
DeFelice attended and spoke. 
Also, WELCOME to all new Board members! 
Michael Gerl indicated interest in working with youth or-
ganizations and trying to get youth involved in combating 
gangs, drugs, and similar issues.  A Board member sug-
gested Michael pursue being appointed a liaison between 
the Board and the Safe Community Coalition. 
Easter Egg Hunt:  Art will contact the police for some 
“traffic slow down”  assistance during the event.  The plan 
is to have one area for kids 2 and under, closer to the 
shelter, and to let them start about 30 seconds before 
everyone else.  Then kids ages 3 to 5 will start, and then 
kids older than 5 will start. 
We’ll have approximately 80 to 100 snack cookie packs 
for the egg hunters, and hopefully, the Easter Bunny will 
be there too!  Mike will lend his megaphone to the effort of 
organizing all the kids. 
LVM Sign:  The sign on the east end of Buckeye is gone, 
and the Woodbridge sign is also now on our side of Buck-
eye.  Art will look into the situation.  The contractor says 
he’ll save our sign until we claim it. 
LVM Woods Clean Up  The clean up is all set for April 
18th.  Joel Stone will lead the effort, beginning at 9:00 
AM. 
Help for Our Elderly Neighbors:  The question raised 
was:  Do we have any organized effort to help our elderly 
neighbors?  Art mentioned an effort to identify folks who 
need help and possibly refer them to local churches.  Art’s 
church, for example, had 800 volunteers help clean up 
John Nolan Drive, and Mike’s church has several volun-
teer efforts as well. 
Mike suggested thinking about a “brand name” for the 
effort, and trying to get the effort going through the 
ECHO.  Kate noted that it will be very important to have 
enough volunteers ready to go before announcing such 

an ambitious effort, so that we can be sure to be able to 
make it work. 
Other concerns raised were whether such an effort would 
match with the Board’s primary goals, which are to commu-
nicate information about Association activities to interested 
parties outside the Association and vice versa.  For exam-
ple, the Board couldn’t start or organize the Neighborhood 
Watch, but did disseminate information about the Watch to 
the neighborhood.  We could also gather current resource 
information and send that information out via the ECHO. 
Slow Down Campaign:  The Campaign is scheduled for 
April 27th through May 3rd.  We have about 32 signs, and 
Sue called the Monona Police Station for more. Monona  

(Continued on page 3.) 
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M e m b e r   C o r n e r  
Notices are limited to 40 words and run on a first come, first-
served, space-available basis.  Youth ads are good for 3 months; 
all others are 1 month per request.  If space is limited, ENA 
member notices have priority.  Notices may be edited.  Send 
requests to ENA, PO Box 14625, Madison, 53708-0625; or 
newsletter@elvehjemneighborhood.org; or deposit in Echo 
mailbox at 21 Vinje Court. 

Babysitting:  I am 13 years old, trained in basic babysit-
ting skills, first aid, and basic life support and experienced 
with toddlers and school age children; I’m available eve-
nings, weekends, and this summer.  Call Sawyer at 222-
7803.  (Expires 07/01/09) 
 
Babysitting:  I am a 12 year old girl available to babysit. I 
took American Red Cross Babysitting Certification and 
Basic Aid Training classes. I also earned Girl Scout Junior 
Aide Award and Leadership Award. I’m a YMCA volun-
teer. Any age okay. Call Caitlin at 221-3048. 
(Expires 08/01/09) 

(Minutes—continued from page 2.) 
Police don’t have the signs yet, but will let us know when 
they have them, will give us as many as they can and may 
even deliver them.)  Michael, Art, and Sue will place the 
signs once received—Starker and Woodvale are consid-
ered the streets where the signs would be most worth-
while. 
Membership Drive:  The Drive is in full swing.  Packets 
are out to the District Coordinators.  One idea for next year 
was to ask volunteers if they have a specific number of 
homes they’d be willing cover and then divide the 
neighborhood accordingly.  Past volunteers will hopefully 
be willing to go again this year. 
ECHO Discussion:  The Board discussed several issues 
related to the timing of issuing the ECHO.  Though the 
Board recommends using as many automated and elec-
tronic options as possible, we remain committed to issuing 
a paper copy of the ECHO for those who don’t have either 
access to or the expertise to use electronic resources. 
With the ECHO on a less-than-once-a-month schedule 
now, several ideas were discussed about how to make 
dates more predictable for both ECHO recipients and the 
ECHO editor.  Mike suggested mapping out an event cal-
endar for a year in advance, and will contact Steve to dis-
cuss the idea.  Submission of entries after each ECHO’s 
deadline was also discussed, and the thought was that 
Steve should be able to stick to each ECHO’s deadline, 
but everyone realizes how difficult that is when someone 
calls late and Steve still has a little time and space to 
make a new entry.  One suggestion for this problem was 
to encourage neighbors to also consider using the bulletin 
board to post their notices. 
Other Electronic Issues:  Further discussion of the Bulle-
tin Board and Echo is scheduled for next month.  For now, 
there is no need to clear all entries with the Board. 
Relative to the LVM website, Ryan will be the Board’s liai-

son with Tom Murray, our webmaster, so send Ryan items 
that need updating. 
One neighbor suggested that the Association set up a Twit-
ter site.  After discussion, the Board decided we don’t quite 
have enough resources for this effort now, but will certainly 
be willing to consider it in the future. 
July 4th Celebration:  Initial preparations are beginning.  
Jeanne Rotter is already working on raffle prizes.  Good 
ideas or contributions to that effort are welcome.  Jeanne 
also sent us all an Excel file of the many tasks to complete 
to make the celebration happen, and those will be assigned 
out soon.  Mike will check with Jeanne about the process for 
getting all the necessary permits.  We still hope to have the 
Fire Dept. attend and bring their truck. and Mike Gerl will 
check with Papa Bear’s to see how their prices might com-
pare with Famous Dave’s, who’s provided wonderful food 
over the last several years. 
Business Associates:  Question asked was:  Are our busi-
ness associates names published anywhere?  Mike re-
ported that we invite local businesses each fall to be busi-
ness associates.  Last year, we sent out between 60 and 70 
invitations, but as of this date, we have only 3 associates.  
Any ideas on how to build on this idea? 
Board Member Retirees:  Given the retirement this March 
of 3 Board members, with nine, six, and five years of ser-
vice respectively, the Board voted to support the thanks ex-
pressed to these members in the last ECHO by giving them 
each a gift certificate to Talulah’s.  While saying a huge 
“THANKS” to Jim, Tom, and Jeanne, we can also support a 
local business! 
“Green Bay” Campaign:  Judy Compton is promoting 
Elvehjem efforts to firmly establish ourselves as a “green 
neighborhood”.  To that extent, the Association’s purchase 
of “green” re-usable shopping bags was discussed, as well 
as how we could use them for advertising the Association or 
even for fund-raising.  There are lots of possibilities, even 
such as giving the bags away with the membership drive 
forms.  Mike will look into the cost. 

Submitted by:  Susan Dow, Secretary. 

REMODELING TAX CREDITS 
(Continued from page 1.) 

Along with the tax credits, homeowners can apply for re-
bates with Wisconsin’s “Focus on Energy Program”. The 
program also provides incentives for consumers and con-
tractors interested in renewable energy systems for their 
homes, farms, or businesses. 

To learn more about the energy program, available tax 
credits, and rebates, contact the Wisconsin Energy Conser-
vation Corp at 1-800-969-9322 or visit the Energy Star site: 
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits. 
You may also contact my office at 266-5342 if you need 
further information about these programs. 

 

Representative Joe Parisi 



 

Elvehjem Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 14625 

Madison, Wisconsin 
53708-0625 



Campus for Kids  
Learning Center 

www.campusforkids.org 
 

 

 

  

 

A Program for Children 6 weeks -12 years 

*Fun In the Sun Activities 
*Water Days        *Arts & Crafts 

*Games       *Parks  *Field Trips (3-12 year olds) 
*And Much, Much More! 

 
 

Campus for Kids  
 4905 E. Buckeye Road  

Madison, WI  53716 
Phone:  608-221-1529   

 


