
 

“Prez Sez” 

This month’s ECHO is a double issue 
combining December and January 
neighborhood updates!  

Wow! There’s a lot going on in the next 
few weeks! In the midst of all the Holi-
day and New Year Celebrations, the 
Board is very busy hosting events, 
planning the 2011 budget, setting pri-
orities for future projects, and organiz-

ing the Annual Meeting in March, as well as the Membership 
Drive that starts in April. There’s plenty to be done and we’re 
looking for volunteers, especially to help with the Membership 
Drive. Contact a Board member to volunteer. 

So far we have a list of more than twenty ideas for future 
neighborhood projects and new community support activities. 
They range from: adding another permanent “Welcome to 
Elvehjem” sign; organizing a group that will assemble 
“Welcome Baskets;” expanding our community “in-reach” to 
Elvehjem Elementary School; beautifying the parks; and/or 
erecting “Neighborhood Watch” signs throughout the neighbor-
hood. We’ll be sorting through these ideas and proposing some 
of them at the Annual meeting in March. Please feel free to 
contact any Board member if you have ideas, or projects, you 
would like us to consider. 

Here’s what’s coming up in the next few weeks: 

On Thursday, December 9th from 6:30 until 8:00 PM we’ll be 
hosting a Holiday Sing-Along for Elvehjem and our surrounding 
neighborhoods (Rolling Meadows, Heritage Heights and Buck-
eye associations) at Messiah Church. Look for the announce-
ment in this issue for more details. 

We will also be awarding a special prize for the most tasteful 
and attractive outside “Holiday Home” decorations display. The 
prize is handmade, always unique and donated by one of our 
neighbors. This year the contest will be judged by our current 
and former ECHO Editors. Good luck to all who like to make 
their homes festive for the Holidays. 

To the ENTIRE neighborhood, please accept a gigantic 
“THANK YOU” from the Board to all the volunteers that have 
made this year a special, special year. Thanks for all you do! 

We also wish you Safe and Happy Holidays, and a Happy New 

Year! 

                       Mike Digman, ENA President 
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C A L E N D A R 

♦ December 1, 2010 Monthly Board Meeting 

 7:00 PM East Precinct Police Station 

 

♦ December 9, 2010 Holiday Sing-Along 

 6:30 - 8:00 PM Messiah Lutheran Church 
 

♦ December 2010 Holiday Home Decoration 
  Contest 
 

♦ January 5, 2011 Monthly Board Meeting 

 7:00 PM East Precinct Police Station 

 

♦ March  2011  ENA Annual Meeting 

 Date and Time TBA East Precinct Police Station 

 

Contact a Board member with your comments or ques-
tions concerning a subject affecting our neighborhood.  

You’re invited to attend any ENA board meeting. 

 

DECEMBER 9, 2010 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

5202 Cottage Grove Road 
 

The Sing-a-Long will be held in Social 
Hall (in the new addition). The facility 

is fully accessible. 
 

6:30—8:00 PM 
We hope our neighbors from 
Rolling Meadows, Heritage 
Heights, and Buckeye 
Neighborhoods will join us! 

Elvehjem Neighborhood Association 

 Presents Our Annual 

Holiday Sing-Along 



 P a g e  2   E l v e h j em  E c h o  

ENA Board Meeting 

Minutes—November 3, 2010 

(NOTE:  Minutes appearing in the Echo are edited for space. 
ENA’s official minutes are posted on its website.) 

Present:  Board members Doug DeVilbiss, Mike Digman, Lucy 
Gibson, Greg Goke, and Tiffani Roltgen. 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by 
President Mike. 

Secretary’s Minutes:  The minutes were approved electroni-
cally prior to the meeting.  There were no further additions or 
corrections. 

ECHO Deadline:  The deadline for submission of items for the 
December/January ECHO is November 15.  Please have all 
information to Christina before that time.   

Treasurer’s Report:  See balance sheet.  The treasurer’s re-
port was approved as given.   
Audit Committee:  Following a directive from Mike, board 
member Greg and Mike Roltgen performed an audit of all finan-
cial records generated since the transition to QuickBooks earlier 
this year.  All records are in order and balanced.     

Old Business:   
Neighborhood Parks Plan:  Mike appointed Valerie to create a 
park “planting and mulching plan” to be submitted to the Madi-
son Parks Department.  Financial assistance from the Parks 
Foundation may be available to assist with project proposals;  
Family Game Night:  There were six neighbors in attendance 
at Family Game Night.  Since this was our first attempt, we will 
continue to promote and offer this event.  Suggestions were 
made to change the venue from Culver’s to a location that could 
be used over lunch or dinner hours, start the event at an earlier 
time to accommodate families with young children, and send an 
e-mail reminder in addition to advertising in the ECHO;  
Halloween Bonfire:  The bonfire was a success with approxi-
mately 100 neighbors in attendance from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
Elvehjem Park.  Thanks to A to Z for supplying a generator for 
the hot cocoa and Jim Polewski for his work with setting up the 
bonfire.  A suggestion was made to string lights along the path 
leading to the park to help neighbors find their way down to the 
bonfire safely.  Next year, we also need to remind the Madison 
Parks Department that the timers on the lights need to be syn-
chronized and adjusted to accommodate earlier sunsets.  We 
need to replenish our supply of glow sticks for the kids;   
Business Cards:  Business cards for board members were 
distributed.  Please e-mail Mike any corrections.   
Member Benefits:  All board members are asked to send Mike 
an e-mail listing ENA member benefits and recent accomplish-
ments.  He will be compiling a comprehensive list for his news-
letter column and future promotional use. 
Membership Committee Meeting:  Following Mike’s directive, 
a committee will meet on Friday, November 12, from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. to review current membership recruitment plans and re-
cord keeping systems.  Greg will lead the effort with the help of 
Ted, Doug, Lucy, Kate Strom, and Deb Pederson.  Ryan will 
serve in an advisory capacity. 
Future Projects & Community Support:  The list of future 
projects and community support ideas was distributed and dis-
cussed.   Tiffani will group the ideas into non-prioritized catego-
ries and resend them to board members for further input.     

New Business:  Holiday Sing-Along:  The sing-along is set 
for Thursday, December 9, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Messiah Lu-
theran Church in Social Hall (located in the addition).  The new 
facility is fully accessible.  We will be extending an invitation to 
the East Buckeye and Heritage Heights neighborhoods to join 
us for this fun-filled evening, which features gifts for the kids  

and a visit from Santa!   
Holiday Lights Contest:  Start planning your holiday lights display 
now before the weather turns colder!  Judging will take place during 
Christmas week.   
Board Member Contact Information:  Tiffani will be sending out a 
form requesting contact information from all board members, includ-
ing preferred contact methods.  This information will be used for 
private communication between board members working on pro-
jects.   

Building the Future:  Throughout the meeting, ideas and discus-
sion topics for the future were voiced. 

Next Month (December):  Membership Committee report (Greg); 
Future projects and community support list (Tiffani); Neighborhood 
parks plan (Valerie); Board member contact information (Tiffani); 
Advertising invitation letters and advertising rates review (Christina); 
Advertising/fundraising coordinator position ; Holiday sing-a-long 
report ; Holiday lights contest report 
 
Next Quarter (January through March):  Internet/website coordi-
nator position ; Mailing/web address lists cleaned up ; Consolidation 
of passwords/access to website and mailing lists ; Plan membership 
drive; Build and approve 2011 budget; Plan annual meeting 
 

Sometime in the Future:  Archivist position  

Next Meeting:  The next ENA Board meeting will be December 1 at 
7 p.m. at the East Precinct Police Station.   

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

Submitted by Tiffani Roltgen 



 

ENA Publication Policies 

 

Neither attachment of political ads nor inclusion of business ads consti-
tute endorsement.  Opinions expressed in ECHO articles are not neces-
sarily those of the ENA Board. The Board may refuse publication of 
whatever the Board deems unfit for reasons of language or general 
content. 
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M e m b e r   C o r n e rM e m b e r   C o r n e rM e m b e r   C o r n e rM e m b e r   C o r n e r     

Snow Blowing and Shoveling:  Have opening for several new 
clients for snow blowing/shoveling.  Generally done morning 
after snowfall ends.  $30 for driveway, sidewalk and apron.  Pre-
pay for five and get the sixth free.  Call Bill @ 222-3707. 

 LET'S PLAY! If any moms, dads, and little ones are interested 
in getting together for play dates and conversation, please con-
tact Tiff Roltgen at 608-513-9433 or  
Tiffani@elvehjemneighborhood.org. My daughter Adelline is 3 
months old.  

Tastefully Simple:  Gourmet food such as: Beer Bread, Dips, 
Soups, Drinks, Gifts and so much more! Contact me if  you want 
it free- Have a Book or Home Taste testing party.  Happy Holi-
days! Your Independent Consultant, Tammy Bailey (608)-886-
5546 or tastefullysimple.com/web/tbailey1. Orders ship right to 
you! 
LET'S RUN! If anyone is interested in running around the 
neighborhood and beyond, please contact Tiff Roltgen at 608-
513-9433 or Tiffani@elvehjemneighborhood.org. All ability levels 
welcome!    
Dog Walker Wanted:  We are looking for a friendly, responsible 
dog walker during the day once or twice a week. Please contact 
Ryan at ryan.mckee@gmail.com  if interested.    
 

Notices are limited to 40 words and run on a first come, first-
served, space-available basis.  Youth ads are good for 3 months; 
all others are 1 month per request.  ENA member notices have 
priority.  Notices may be edited.  Send requests to ENA,  
PO Box 14625, Madison, 53708-0625; or deposit in the Echo 
mailbox at 4503 Deerwood Drive, or email your request to  
newsletter@elvehjemneighborhood.org. 

Turkey Trot Recap 

Thank you to all who came out to partici-
pate in ENA’s First Annual 5K Turkey Trot! 
27 neighbors and 3 dogs participated in this 
fun event. The weather was chilly but that 
didn't’ stop the participants from getting ac-
tive. What a fantastic way to kick off the 

Thanksgiving holiday! 

The winners were Kyle Staven of La Follette 
High School for the men and Sarah Baltis-
berger of Iowa State University for the 

women.   

A special thanks to race official, Mike Rolt-
gen, who led the charge and welcomed all 

participants into the finish line!  

 

 



 

 

Elvehjem Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 14625 

Madison, Wisconsin 

53708-0625 

ENA is on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out about upcoming 
events, plan neighborhood 
meet-ups, and get to know 

your neighbors on  

Facebook! 

Join the group by clicking 
the link below: 

http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?

gid=120194757998850 

If you aren't sure how to 
create an account, or need 
help navigating the site, 
please contact Tiff Roltgen 

at  tiffani@ 

elvehjemneighborhood.org  

for assistance. 

ONE CALL HOME REPAIRS 

30+ Years of Experience & 47+ Years in this Neighborhood 

IIIINTERIORNTERIORNTERIORNTERIOR P P P PAINTINGAINTINGAINTINGAINTING    DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTSDISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS        

BBBBASEMENTASEMENTASEMENTASEMENT R R R REMODELSEMODELSEMODELSEMODELS    
♦ Minor Plumbing (Leaks, Toilets, Garbage Disposals, Faucets, etc.) 

♦ Baths & Tile Work 

♦ Snow Removal 

♦ Drywall Installation, Taping, & Patchwork 

♦ Stylized Texturing for Walls & Ceilings 

♦ Carpeting & Flooring 

♦ Cleaning & Junk Removal (Interior & Exterior) 

♦ Garage “Shape-Up” 

 Free Estimates References Available Upon Request 

 

Thank you, Michael Gerl, Owner 

No Job Too Big 

~~No Job Too Small 

608-222-5310 

1609 Woodvale Drive 

One Call Is The Right Call 

~~One Call Does It All 

Call to see what we can 
do for you! 

Is there something you’d like to see in the Echo?  

Email the Echo Editor at  

newsletter@elvehjemneighborhood.org  

with your suggestions! 


