 Seed Money Available for New Community Gardens
by Mayor Dave Cieslewicz

Like to garden but don't have space?   Do you know of a place in your neighborhood that could be used as a garden, or do you want to expand your current community garden so that more neighbors can participate? We’re looking for your input.  This year, the city's Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) office is supporting the development of a new fund to encourage creation of more community garden space in Madison.   

Many Madison residents live where there are very limited, if any, opportunities to garden.  Virtually all of the plots at Madison's 24 community gardens are full, and many of the gardens have waiting lists of interested gardeners.  A survey done by UW-Madison students in 2001 shows that there are five times more Madison residents who would like to have a community garden plot than currently are able to do so.  

To help meet the need, the New Garden Fund has been created by Community Action Coalition for South Central Wisconsin, Inc. (CAC), with support from CDBG and various other city agencies.  Many community gardens in town and individual gardeners have already donated to the fund, which will provide as much as $12,500 per year toward soil testing, land clearing, water systems, fencing and tools for new garden groups.   Annual grants will be given out starting in early spring of 2005 and recipients will be selected by a panel of ten community gardeners.  Groups that are encouraged to apply include those who want to start a new garden, members of existing community gardens who want to expand, and those in existing gardens who need to relocate their garden site.  

The application process for the funds will be simple, and an informational session for people who want to apply will be held in early fall. To get an application, or to meet others in your neighborhood who want to start a garden, please call Janet Parker at CAC Community Gardens, 246-4730 ext. 218.  If you can support this project financially, we welcome your donation to the endowment.

We know Madison's community gardens provide more than food.  They are places where people of all backgrounds, heritages, ages, and levels of ability come to nourish themselves with food and the company of their neighbors.  

Starting a community garden may seem like a daunting task.  But I want to support your efforts to grow healthy food near your home while also growing community spirit.

